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BOSTON  DAILY  ADVERTISER, 

FKJBAT  MORMSG,  DEC.  18,  18S8. 


The  American  Social  Science  Association  has 
recently  opened  a commodious  office  at  Ho.  IS 
Pemberton  square,  in  this  city,  of  which  the  re- 
cording: secretary,  Mr.  Henry  Yillard,  has  taken 
charge.  In  establishing  a central  bureau,  the  ex- 
ecutive committee  have  but  satisfied  a want  long 
felt  by  the  active  members.  The  new  arrange- 
ment will  enable  the  association  to  pursue  its  sev- 
eral aims  more  systematically  and  efficiently.  A 
vigorous  effort  is  now  being  made  to  increase  the 
number  of  members,  which,  we  trust,  will  be 
duly  seconded.  Its  object  is  “to  guide  the  public 
* mind  to  the  best  practical  means  of  promoting 
“the  amendment  of  laws,  the  advancement  of 
“education,  the  prevention  and  repression  of 
“crime,  the  reformation  of  criminals,  the  fur- 
therance of  public  morality,  the  adoption  of 
“sanitary  regulations,  and  the  diffusion  of  sound 
“principles  on  questions  of  economy,  trade  and 
“finance;”  and  with  these  objects  the  society  is 
certainly  entitled  to  the  active  support  of  all  who 
have  the  healthy  progress  of  the  American  people 
at  heart.  The  shocking  instance  of  popular  law- 
lessness in  Indiana,  to  which  we  have  referred,  is 
but  one  of  the  many  proofs  of  the  need  of  the 
cooperation  of  reflecting  men  and  women  in 
purifying  public  sentiment.  Moreover,  the  labors 
of  public  authorities  and  private  bodies  for  the 
promotion  of  human  welfare,  so  assiduously 
carried  on  in  most  of  our  States,  can  but  be  ben- 
efited by  the  elucidation  of  the  natural  laws,  tin 
application  of  which  will  insure  the  greatest 
human  happiness. 


“The  Proper  Study  of  Mankind  i.s  Man." 


The  American*  Association  for  the  Promotion  of  Social 
Science,  was  organized  in  the  fall  of  1865,  after  the  model  of  the 
British  Association,  founded  in  1857,  which  has  exercised  a very- 
considerable  influence,  both  in  public  and  in  private. 

The  Constitution  of  the  Association  declares  its  objects  to  be 

“ To  aid  the  development  of  Social  Science  and  to  guide  the  public  mind  to  the 
best  practical  means  of  promoting  the  Amendment  of  Laws,  the  Advancement  of 
Education,  the  Prevention  and  Repression  of  Crime,  the  Reformation  of  Criminals, 
and  the  Furtherance  of  Public  Morality,  the  Adoption  of  Sanitary  Regulations,  and 
the  Diffusion  of  Sound  Principles  on  Questions  of  Economy,  Trade  and  Finance. 

“ To  give  attention  to  Pauperism  and  the  topics  related  thereto,  including  the 
responsibility  of  the  well-endowed  and  successful,  the  wise  and  educated,  the  honest 
and  respectable  for  the  failures  of  others. 

“ To  bring  together  the  various  societies  and  individuals,  now  interested  in  these 
objects,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining,  by  discussion,  the  real  elements  of  Truth,  by 
which  doubts  are  removed,  conflicting  opinions  harmonized,  and  a common  ground 
afforded  for  treating  wisely  the  great  problems  of  the  day.” 

The  Departments  of  the  Association  are  : — 

I.  Education, 
n.  Public  Health. 

III.  Economy,  Trade  and  Finance. 

IV.  Jurisprudence  and  the  Amendment  of  Laws. 

The  work  in  each  Department  is  under  the  direction  of  profes- 
sionally qualified  members. 

General  Meetings,  at  which  papers,  bearing  upon  all  the 
Departments,  will  be  read,  as  well  as  Special  Meetings,  relating 
to  the  separate  Departments,  are  held  regularly  in  different  parts  of 
the  country.  The  information,  elicited  at  these  meetings,  is  published, 
and  acted  upon,  as  far  as  practicable,  by  intervention  with  Executive, 
Legislative  and  Municipal  Authorities,  Boards  of  Education,  Health 
and  Charity,  and  the  like. 


The  Subjects,  already  considered,  include:  — 

In  the  Department  of  Education: 

The  necessity  of  a higher  degree  of  Culture. 

The  relative  value  of  Classical  and  Scientific  Instruction. 

The  Fine  Arts  in  Education  and  Industry , including  the 
introduction  of  reproductions  of  Standard  Works  of  Art 
in  Public  Schools  as  a means  of  developing  artistic  taste. 

The  Half-time  system  of  Instruction. 

The  Education  of  Neglected  and  Vicious  Children. 

The  Establishment  of  Public  Libraries  on  a more  compre- 
hensive scale. 

In  the  Department  of  Health : 

Quarantine  in  its  relation  to  Epidemic  Diseases. 

Tenement  and  Lodging  Houses. 

The  Inspection  of  Food  and  Drugs. 

The  Sewerage  of  great  Cities. 

The  Management  of  Hospitals  and  Insane  Asylums. 

In  the  Department  of  Economy,  Trade  and  Finance : 

National  Debt  and  a National  Currency. 

Taxation  and  Revenue. 

The  Labor  Question. 

Modem  Progress  of  Political  Economy. 

In  the  Department  of  Jurisprudence: 

Hasty  and  Excessive  Legislation. 

Reform  of  the  Civil  and  Diplomatic  Service. 

Crime  and  Punishment. 

The  Province  of  Law  in  regard  to  Education. 

Public  Health  and  Morals. 

The  Science  of  Society  stands,  from  its  very  nature,  more  than 
any  other,  in  need  of  associated  labor.  Its  aim  being  the  promotion 
of  human  welfare  by  ascertaining  the  natural  laws,  whose  application 
will  insure  the  greatest  human  happiness,  reflecting  men  and  women 
must  be  brought  together  for  a regular  exchange  of  thought  and 
information.  In  order  to  facilitate  this  commerce  of  minds,  a Central 
Bureau  has  been  opened  in  Boston,  and  a salaried  officer  placed  in 
charge  of  it,  who  will  give  his  whole  time  and  attention  to  the  work 
of  the  Association. 

The  experience  of  three  years  has  fully  convinced  the 
members  of  this  Association  that  it  was  not  instituted  a moment  too 
soon  in  this  preeminently  progressive  country,  whose  very  intense 
vitality  and  rapid  development  call  for  safe  guidance  by  Right  and 


Truth.  It  is  this  firm  conviction  that  leads  us  to  ask  anew  the 
cooperation  of  all  engaged  in  Law,  Medicine,  Education,  Commerce 
and  Finance,  and  of  the  friends  of  human  progress  in  general. 

The  Annual  Subscription  is  Five  Dollars.  All  the  publi- 
cations of  the  Association  are  furnished  gratuitously  to  members. 
The  publication  of  a regular  periodical  is  in  contemplation,  which,  if 
started,  will  also  be  furnished  to  them  without  additional  charge. 
Upon  receipt  of  the  subscription,  a certificate  of  membership  will  be 
forwarded.  The  few  documents,  already  published,  will  be  furnished 
upon  application. 

Letters  should  be  addressed  to  the  American  Social  Science 
Association,  13  Pemberton  Square,  Boston. 

The  Officers  of  the  Association  are: 

President : 

Samuel  Eliot. 

Vice-Presidents : 

Prof.  W.  B.  Rogers,  President  of  Mass.  Institute  of  Technology. 

Dr.  E.  Jarvis,  Dorchester,  Mass. 

Hon.  D.  A.  Wells,  Special  Commissioner  of  Revenue. 

Hon.  E.  Washburn,  Harvard  University. 

Hon.  A.  Walker,  North  Brookfield,  Mass. 

Rev.  T.  D.  Woolsey,  President  of  Yale  College. 

Prof.  A.  L.  Perry,  Williams  College. 

Prof.  D.  C.  Gilman,  Yale  College. 

F.  B.  Sanborn,  Esq.,  Springfield  Mass. 

Directors : 

J.  D.  Philbrick,  Esq.,  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools,  Boston. 
James  M.  Barnard,  Esq.,  Boston. 

George  Walker,  Esq.,  Springfield,  Mass. 

Rev.  E.  C.  Wines,  New  York. 

Mrs.  C.  II.  Dall,  Boston. 

General  Secretaries : 

Mrs.  S.  Parkman,  Boston. 

Henry  Yillard,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Special  Secretaries : 

Miss  A.  W.  May,  Boston. 

Dr.  John  S.  Butler,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Gardiner  G.  Hubbard,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Hon.  E.  R.  Potter,  Kingston,  R.  I. 

Treasurer : 

Charles  F.  Adams,  Jr.,  Boston. 
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